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for the first time after recovering from shoulder surgery 
and since that fateful day in Sepang the official era 
of MotoGP CRT machinery began. The straight-talking 
Texan, the most high profile rider on the new breed 
of motorcycle to enter the premier class, said the 
BMW-Suter ‘was better than he thought it would be 
It will be an interesting winter... Photobywww.motogp.com 



















Where’s the run-off...? 

Valentino Rossi warms the paintwork on his WRC 
Ford Fiesta RS at the Monza Rally Show where 
the Italian - an avid rallying fan - drove to second 
place behind Sebastien Loeb. The event also saw 
Andrea Dovizioso and Andrea lannone grabbing 
two more wheels than usual and a major crowd 
flocking to the historic circuit. Check out the cool 
video as well... Photo by Milagro 
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AMA-MX 


Best view...? 

New KTM star Ryan Dungey is hoping many more 
people will see the rear wheel of his 450SX-F 
come Anaheim and the opening round of the AMA 
Supercross series in a matter of weeks. The 2010 
double AMA champion is part of a formidable KTM 
team with Ken Roczen and Marvin Musquin. Must 
have been easy work for photographer Frank 
Hoppen in their first official photoshoot... 











TACTILE TECHNOLOGY 


Touch the screen to get the ultimate multisports 
watch experience with including 
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OF PROFESSIONAL MOTOCROSSIERS 


By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 


T he FIM Motocross World Championship took a battering in 2011 as the perils of the sport 
clattered a number of the MX1 class protagonists. By the end of the fifteen rounds it 
seemed there was barely an unstretched ligament or unchipped bone in the paddock. 

If an alien were to look at Grand Prix racing then he’d see a hazardous and punishing activity, 
enforcing high demands of fitness, mental strain and pressure among a gaggle of young men 
(and women) carrying scars of injuries that are likely to make their presence felt well into their 
dotage. If we highlight just MX1 and MX2 then there can only be two World Champions each 
year and the simple fact is that racing is not going to provide a retirement hedge fund for the 
vast majority of Pros. 


The harsh picture forces even those inside the sport - who can see the satisfaction and en¬ 
joyment the riders derive from their racing on a weekly basis - to question their motives and 
power of denial. In the words of three individuals who have all seen a Grand Prix chequered 
flag here is their justification and insight for risking life and limb... 



RUI GONCALVES 

The amiable factory Honda World Motocross team rider finished as 2009 MX2 World Champion¬ 
ship runner-up but the previous season (and indeed his first in MX1 in 2010) was plagued with 
injury niggles, particularly with his shoulders. A famously hard-trainer the 26 year old Portuguese 
pushed himself to the point in 2011 where he needed a drip after the British Grand Prix... 


What pushes you to commit so much of your 
life and health to racing? 

I speak from a personal viewpoint but I think it 
is true for most motocrossers to some degree... 
basically it is a dream to do this. I live for it. 

The worst thing in motocross is injury but 
when it happens you have the challenge to 
turn things around. Maybe we feel pain differ¬ 
ently or we just want to get through whatever 
it takes to get back on the bike. In 2009 I had 
a big problem with my shoulder. I was push¬ 
ing for the championship and I remember one 
week before the Grand Prix at Lierop I was 
practicing somewhere in Holland. After half 
an hour riding and a small crash my shoulder 
popped out and I came back to the camper 
and I thought ‘this is really stiff, I’m not sure 
if I can ride again at the moment’. I still put 
my helmet on and went for a couple of laps. I 
wasn’t feeling that good but the weekend after 
was the race and in the end I won a moto! 

At some stages you can’t fight against nature 
- like after surgery - but there are other times 
where you can either stop and give up and go 
to the hospital and end the season or you go 
through it - the repeated dislocations - and fin¬ 
ish the year second in the championship. 

The cliche answer to finding motivation is 
because racers want to win...but you cannot 
win all the time, sometimes hardly at all. So 
what makes you get out of bed to face the 
sacrifices? 

It was a choice I made with my life at the end 


of 2001 when I was sixteen. I decided to quit 
Portugal to come and race in the world cham¬ 
pionship and when you leave school, your 
parents, family and friends and everything to 
find your way and to succeed in this sport then 
there is no way back. I felt it was the right way 
for me because it is what I like to do. When I 
get on the bike I feel so comfortable and eve¬ 
rything feels so good. Sometimes its tough and 
you need to train so hard but I like the prepa¬ 
ration. I wake up everyday thinking I want to 
be the best and give 100% to my sport. I just 
don’t want to be another one in the gate. 

Do you have to ignore the thought of what 
state you might be in at 50 years old? 

For sure...l don’t think I have ever thought 
about it to be honest. I just think about the 
next time I am riding and taking the best that I 
can from it. Logically, if you are going to think 
about it, it is something [consequences of the 
injuries] that is going to be there later on but I 
like to live for the moment. 

Obviously it is an important being where you 
are at the top because there are many who 
work as hard as you but don’t reach that level... 

That’s right. When you get here it is important 
to stay here. You just want to improve your 
results and go further and further. I was vice¬ 
champion and I have it in my mind to fight for 
a championship again. I have already made 
history for Portugal in the sport and I hope I 
can make more. 


J 










MAX NAGI 


Red Bull KTM rider Max Nagl has finished as MX1 World Championship runner-up and is team¬ 
mate to double number one Tony Cairoli. The German has had a rough ride with injuries including 
several wrist breaks and collarbones that have needed surgery at least half a dozen times. This 
winter he corrected a troublesome back problem that involved partial removal of one of his spinal 
discs and the 24 year old is likely to be facing a fitness rush to be fully prepared for the opening 
Grand Prix of 2012 on Easter weekend. 


Are there moments where you think ‘what am 
I doing? When I am 50 I’m going to have some 
trouble...’? 

I have had this feeling already, many times! Es¬ 
pecially this year with the back injury because 
it is something that can influence the rest of 
my life. 

Coming up to Lommel [round eleven of fifteen] 

I was thinking maybe I should stop the season 
and get it sorted out but my dad has always 
taught me to never give up. I’ve gone through 
the pain barrier for many years now so I am 
kinda used to it! I’ve been injured almost every 
year so it virtually normal for me to be riding 
with some sort of pain. In the end I had a good 
race in Lommel and it pushes your motivation 
up to carry on. 

Do you think ‘normal’ people might believe 
you are a bit crazy for this? 

I think so! Some people were saying that I 
should have stopped during 2011 but I felt that 
I had to continue. 

What drives you to do that? 

Part of it is to do with enjoyment on being on 
the bike but then of course if you are in pain 
then you aren’t really having much fun. The 
work becomes pretty shit actually. Another 
part is because it is my job. I always work for 
the money I get; it would have been easy to 


stop the season half way through and still pick 
up the salary but I didn’t think it was right. I 
try to do my best for the team. 

Is there also a feeling that a career is short 
and that you’ll miss valuable time? 

I think if you miss and year or quite a long 
time then it can difficult to get ‘in’ again and 
find a team who takes you. You become a risk. 
I’m always scared of that and always want to 
give my best every season. 

Injury must be easier to deal with when you 
are young. I can imagine it gets a little more 
complicated with the passing years... 

When I get injured I think about the future. 

I don’t want to be in a situation later in life 
where I cannot get in and out of a car because 
I’m in too much pain. I give so much of my¬ 
self to the sport - even to the point where you 
ignore what the consequences will be for the 
future - and I guess that is pretty crazy. If you 
have a broken bone then you know it will hurt 
but normally it should not represent such a big 
problem in later years. With something like my 
back and the injury I had this year then I know 
I will already have some issues in the future. 

I know I will need a big operation on my back 
eventually but this will mean the end of my 
racing so the solution now has to last for the 
next ten years; at least I hope! 



SHAUN SIMPSON 


2008 British Champion Shaun Simpson had just won his first Grand Prix moto in the Dutch 
round at Valkenswaard, round four of the 2009 campaign and his first as a factory KTM rider. 
A few days later and he’d break his left leg after hitting a tree while practicing and miss most 
of the season. The Scot, Britain’s leading rider in the MX1 class and ‘11 Belgian Champion, is 
not stranger to a broken bone despite his tender 23 years. 


When you have to go through a badly broken 
leg and other injuries, what drives you to get 
back and put yourself in a position of risk? 

Since I’ve been young I’ve seen my dad ride 
and the amount of enjoyment he took out of it 
and I think it is a big influence. When you have 
an injury you think ‘aw shit, why has this hap¬ 
pened? Why me?’ but you immediately look to 
the future and begin the search for that feeling 
of being on top of your game, feeling fast or 
having a good battle on the track. That longing 
drives you through what you have to do to get 
fit again. When you get back on the bike that 
feeling is amazing. 

Mainly I think it is about a love for the sport 
and if you don’t have that then you’re more 
likely to stop. The majority of guys at this 
level...we do it because we love it and will go 
through any amount of pain or whatever might 
be in our path to stop us. 

Is there any part of you that looks at your leg 
when it is mangled and thinks ‘what is this 
gonna feel like in twenty years time?’ Do you 
live in denial to a degree? 

No, to the first part! I haven’t seriously thought 
about my life in twenty years time. I look at my 
leg now and it is OK and feels alright. I don’t 
have any problems with it; touchwood. I don’t 
think about my life that far in advance. As long 
as I can still run, cycle and do things normally 
outside of motocross then I’m quite happy. It 
is worth mentioning that we don’t just go to a 
normal run-of-the-mill doctor when something 
happens. I think I have the numbers of fifteen 
different specialists in my mobile! We go to 
the right people, who know that we want to get 


back to being a professional athlete as soon as 
possible and also be in the best shape when 
we’re finished; it is not just about making a 
quick repair job. Eventually I’ll stop and I hope 
it wont be injuries that stop me. 

So you haven’t had that ‘what am I doing?’ 
moment? Or do you think when that arrives it 
is time to stop? 

I think 50% of the injuries I’ve had have been 
through no fault of my own, maybe it was a 
bike problem or someone else’s doing. When 
it is your own fault then it chews you up quite 
a bit but when you’re not responsible then it 
chews you up even more. You ask yourself lots 
of questions, and more than ever you want to 
get back to give it another go. 

What drives you to risk your life? Is it some¬ 
thing as simple as being able to float through 
the air...? 

It is a bit cheesy but I was practicing the other 
day and on the track there was this really 
floaty downhill jump and it felt amazing. It 
was like being on a rollercoaster; that ‘free¬ 
ness’. I think sensations like that is part of why 
we like to do what we do. There are other mo¬ 
ments like really putting traction on the ground 
coming out of a corner and feeling the accele¬ 
ration or the bike working really well with the 
set-up you’ve found. Everything gels together. 

It is the feeling of being ‘one’ with the bike and 
knowing that whatever you do the bike is going 
to respond exactly in the way that you want. 
And then you get a result. Not every day is like 
that but when it happens it puts a smile on 
your face. 






ilia NEWS 



SPANISH GP LOOKING 
DOUBTFUL FOR 2012 


R espected Spanish website www.mxlon- 
board.com published a story last week 
that the ‘TBA’ slot for the eighth round of the 
2012 FIM Motocross World Championship is 
unlikely to be filled by a second meeting on 
the Iberian Peninsula. 

The paddock will pitch up in Portugal on June 
10th and will then stop somewhere on June 
17th before heading up to Sweden. Since 2000 
Soain had alwavs been oresent on the Grand 
Prix calendar. In ’00 popular venue east of 
Madrid, Talavera de la Reina, hosted a 250cc 
meeting and from 2001 until this year Bellpuig 
in Catalunya, a short hop from Barcelona, was 
a staple fixture. 

Youthstream President commented to journal¬ 
ist Juan Pablo Acevedo that skipping a Span¬ 
ish stop was ‘terrible...Spain is a fantastic 
country for the motorsport and historically 
they always had a MXGP’ 


Reasons cited for the absence according to the 
Italian were: ‘difficult moment in the economy, 
no governmental subsidies, difficulties in find¬ 
ing sponsors, high RFME [the oft-criticised 
Federation] fee and low public attendance.’ 
Crowd numbers at Bellpuig suffered in recent 
years after several meetings blighted by poor 
weather, and any government funding (accu¬ 
mulated for promotion of a particular region) 
is now scarce due to the current financial 
mire, in which Soain (and Italv) is barelv stav¬ 
ing afloat. La Baneza, near Leon, filled a gap 
in the cancelled Catalan fixture this summer 
but the unsuitability of the venue for a Grand 
Prix was clearly evident. 

Rumours among Spanish media sources indi¬ 
cated that Talavera was trying to secure fund¬ 
ing to grasp a GP for the first time in twelve 
years but those efforts appear to be fruitless. 
The motorcycling landscape in Spain is domi¬ 
nated by road racing both in terms of expo¬ 
sure and investment. 
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CAIROIJ TEACHES ROSSI 
A THING OR TWO 


I n a week where former 250cc world cham¬ 
pion Marco Melandri declared that Tony 
Cairoli was one of his ‘heroes’ (a ‘legend’ to 
directly quote) in a special edition Yamaha 
magazine, fellow Italian Valentino Rossi was 
also getting in on the act by tweeting he was 
being ‘taught’ motocross by the KTM rider. The 
praise from the road racing GOAT was forth¬ 
coming as Cairoli, Rossi and other MotoGP 
campaigners Mattia Pasini and Andrea lannone 
had gathered together at Rossi’s new ‘Tempio 
del Traverso’ (temple of slide) ranch near his 
home town of Tavullia. The complex contains 
a dirt track oval, dirt track section and a mo¬ 


tocross track and was duly christened by the 
MX1 World Champion last week, before he flew 
to Portugal for the FIM Gala awards evening. 
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COUNTDOWN CONTINUES 
FOR 100% 


T he force behind the emergence of One In¬ 
dustries as a major player, Ludo Boinnard 
and Marc Blanchard, are forging ahead with 
their latest entrepreneurial project, resurrec¬ 
tion of the ‘100%’ brand that once graced the 
jerseys of some of American motocross biggest 
icons during the 1970s and 80s. 

The duo have already established a website 
www.ridelOOpercent.com that immediately 
rolls back the years. “Marc Blanchard and I 
started ONE Industries back in 1997,” explains 
Boinnard. “We grew it to be a pretty influential 
and innovating moto company till 2007 when 
we sold it to a sports group after receiving an 
offer we could not refuse. Marc and I are such 
good friends that when the opportunity came 
to work together again, we jumped on it.” 


At the moment they are remaining coy about 
what exactly will surface with the distinctive 
logo. “Rumors are floating around already, but 
we’ll deny everything until Anaheim!” 


100 % 
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HEAD SPINNER.. 

By Adam Wheeler 


T he dreaded winter tendency to throw viruses 
around like confetti has invaded my personal 
space as I write this. Holed-up on the foot of the 
Pyrenees mountains, the chance to ride some 
enduro through the kind of landscape that never 
fails to distract from the path ahead is a matter 
of metres away in the garage but a head cold is 
numbing all motivation as well as my senses. 


The fact that a ‘super power’ of motorcycling 
such as Spain can go without a round of the FIM 
series seems incredible. With a healthy amount 
of money placed into sustaining four MotoGP 
events annually and a very competitive national 
CEV calendar there is little surprise that ‘veloci- 
dad’ (road racing) is king, especially in the eyes 
of the Spanish Federation. 



It’s obvious that I’m nowhere near as hardy as 
the riders highlighted in the article that opens 
this issue of OTOR but there is a good reason for 
wanting to buckle the boots in [fairly reasonable] 
temperatures of 5-10 degrees]. In just five days 
I’ll attempt my first road bike media ‘test’ ride; 
the results of which will feature in these pages 
for the twentieth and final edition in this inaugu¬ 
ral year of OTOR on December 20th. A KTM 690 
Duke awaits in Gran Canaria, and the chance to 
hit some rocks and mountain climbs beforehand 
will be some half-decent prep for the outing with 
Austria’s latest offering. 

Shame that my head would prefer a vat of hot 
lemon medication rather than a flowing blast 
through some lanes. 

A relative lack of road bike experience means 
there is not much in the way of comparison I can 
provide when it comes to riding the Duke, but 
I hope the sensation of what the KTM feels like 
from the perspective of someone who rides pre¬ 
dominantly off-road (when not dodging Barcelona 
traffic on a 125cc fuel injected scooter) will be half 
interesting. 

Elsewhere in OTOR I felt compelled to include 
Juan Pablo’s words on the fact that motocross is 
likely to miss Spain completely in terms of a slot 
on the 2012 FIM Motocross World Championship. 


European news streams for the better part of 
several weeks have been full of the financial 
mess that is engulfing Spain and its neighbours. 
It has reached the point where my head hurts 
again trying to understand all the economic 
jargon and dissection. 

The repercussions are clear of whatever is going 
on. Producing a Grand Prix event now seems to 
be harder than ever. Government backing was 
the much-sought after golden egg in the last ten 
years for MX; now it is approaching something of a 
myth, and you have to wonder how long countries 
like Bulgaria and Latvia will have that subsidy and 
will be able to form part of the schedule. The irony 
of course is that while Europe is shackled, the so- 
called ‘emerging markets’ for the industry of China, 
South America, India, Indonesia, etc could end up 
offering a truly global character to the FIM com¬ 
petition. Whether the European divisions of the 
manufacturers (who bank roll the teams) could 
make it pay is another matter. Or maybe Grand 
Prix MX might have to head down the route simi¬ 
lar to MotoGP where power looks to be coming 
away from the brands. Is motocross of similar ilk 
or importance to warrant such a shift? Perhaps 
not but then again the former racing might of 
Suzuki will be officially represented on the inter¬ 
national stage by just one team in 2012; Sylvain 
Geboers’ Belgian factory crew. 
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One dominates the MX2 class in his debut year with KTM and wins his first world championship title 1 #: • 

with the KTM 250 SX-F. The other continues the success story of the KTM 350 SX-F in the MX1 class 
and celebrates his second world championship title with this unique bike. Ken Roczen and Tony Cairoli 
-victory at the double! 
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THE NEXT BEST THING... 
RACING VIDEO GAMES 

By Adam Wheeler, Photos and videos by Capcom, THQ and Milestone 

F or the better part of the last twenty years officially licenced video 
games have been enticing both players and fans of sports with 
the premise of getting closer to their heroes; watch it on the TV, 
see it at the track/court/pitch/ring/course, now have a go yourself. 
Whether or not trying to make Valentino Rossi gain a better result 
on his Ducati than the Italian managed in 2011 is a priority the fact 
is that video games now - thanks to immense console power - can 
offer a startling experience of your favourite discipline. 

In the interest of seeing whether the latest offerings of games can 
actually transmit anything of MotoGP and Motocross excitement 
OTOR took a look at three of the most obvious candidates: ‘MotoGP 
10/11’ the fourth title from Capcom (available on Xbox 360 but 
reviewed here on the PS3), ‘MX vs ATV Alive’ the last product in 
the series that boasted a James Stewart endorsement but couldn’t 
prevent developers Digital Studios Arizona going under and the 
upcoming FIM Motocross World Championship licenced ‘Mud’ from 
Blackbean Games, the force behind the WRC and SBK releases. 
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MotoGP 10/11 


M otorcycle road racing games have lurched 
from the fun (1980s arcader Super Hang- 
on was a genre definer) to the ghastly (forget 
Castrol 2000) to the superb (underated nough- 
ties PC title ‘500GP’). 

With ‘MotoGP 10/11’ we have to concede that a 
pinnacle has been reached. This title is to bike 
racing what the Electronics Arts ‘Fifa’ series is 
to football. It strives to offer moments of ‘real¬ 
ism’. The speed is impressive and the screen 
‘vibration’ effect when tucked into the bubble 
of the bike down a straight is strangely immer¬ 
sive, and effective. 

“A sense of speed was definitely important for 
us, but so were lots of other little details - like 
how the back tyre behaves when you brake, 
or the subtle way the bike’s responsiveness 
changes in light rain,” comments Capcom Pro¬ 
ducer Derek Neal. “Achieving this was one of 
our two primary goals in developing this game. 
The other goal? We wanted to make sure the 
game remained accessible and inviting, so we 
can help spread MotoGP to as many new peo¬ 
ple as possible.” 

“This year, we’ve taken a lot of the framework 
we put in place in the previous game, and ex¬ 
panded and improved upon it to really try and 
take it to the next level,” he adds. “Among the 


things we added are a new handling model, 
new physics and bike behaviour, and a wide 
variety of driving assists. We also built out the 
already extensive career mode, improved the 
online gameplay, offered time trials and cham¬ 
pionship series and even a co-op mode.” 

You can have fun here by bumping other rid¬ 
ers and having a decent scrap as the artificial 
intelligence of your on-track peers seems quite 
well measured. You can also preoccupy your¬ 
self with lap-times and nailing a set of corners 
with the right flow and measurement; a pure 
a sign that the physics engine of the game is 
spot-on. The game can feel hard but then it is 
also rewarding with a bit of perseverance. Of 
course with all the licence in place it looks the 
business. 

“Experts involved in the running of the MotoGP 
series were involved at every stage of develop¬ 
ment to make sure that the tracks and riders 
were true to their real world representations,” 
Neal concludes. “This includes all of the adver¬ 
tisements, sponsors, and product placement 
that appears in real races, faithfully recreated.” 

It is hard to find fault with MotoGP 10/11. The 
easiest flaw will be the out-dated appearance, 
meaning it might be more appealing to save 
pennies for the next edition if having Casey 
Stoner on a RC212V is a deciding factor. 



MX VS ATV ALIVE 


e endeavoured to get some input from 
THQ on their flagship off-road racing title 
through five editions (since 2005 and THQ have 
MX links since 2002) but the sinking of Digital 
Studios Phoenix earlier this year left the MX vs 
ATV franchise wallowing in a deep rut. 

Check out the Stewart promo video on these 
pages and there is little doubt that the 2011 
release is among the best looking mx-ers you’ll 
find through a TV screen. 

The feeling of the bike isn’t quite as engross¬ 
ing as expected even if the dual analogue stick 
system concept of controlling the bike and also 
the rider for better balance places the game in 
the right ballpark for capturing the amount of 
flexibility and agility on a dirtbike. 

The biggest failing here is the lack of options 
of bikes and tracks upon loading the game 
for the first time. By all accounts the idea of 
selling ‘MXVATCA’ for a reduced price to allow 
customers to open up a larger world by more 


purchasable add-ons online did not take off. 

If you don’t want to open your wallet further 
then you are left with a husk of a game that 
requires a sizable investment of time to find 
variation, and playing after loading MotoGP an 
official licence instantly fills a like a worthwhile 
(although much more costly it has to be said) 
option. The Freeride mode is curiously unsatis¬ 
fying and the initial race choices aren’t enough 
to snare your attention. 

Many comments on ‘Alive’ have centred on 
the fact that predecessor ‘Reflex’, released in 
2009, was a better product. Therefore there is 
space for a new challenger to the crown that 
once was comprehensively owned by PC title 
'Motocross Madness’ (1998 and ironically the 
product of Rainbow Studios before they were 
swallowed and spat out by THQ) and is cur¬ 
rently disputed by a gaggle of downloadable 
ditties like ‘Ricky Carmichael’s Motocross 
Match-up’ and Mad Skills Motocross. 

Step forward ‘Mud’... 
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MUD 


T he Grand Prix series has not had a video 
game since the half-baked ‘MX Rider’ in 
2001. Milestone have been charged with bring¬ 
ing the FIM World Championship to a new 
generation in the living room and ‘Mud’, due in 
2012, is the conduit. 

A playable version has yet to see the light of 
day but these first visuals are encouraging. 
Motocross by nature is a more dynamic beast 
than road racing with not only changeable 
track environments to consider but also the 
physics of the motorcycle itself. 

As arguably the most bustling form of bike rac¬ 
ing there has to be a very careful consideration 
for motocross. A blend between simulation and 
‘arcade’ where the concept of finishing first 
- sometimes at all costs - is not lost. As Mile¬ 
stone Game Director Michele Caletti admits: 
“As soon as we approached the MX world, go¬ 
ing to several races and talking a lot with many 
riders, we understood that the sport has al¬ 
ways been translated into videogames quite in 
a misleading way. While playing MX games the 
general idea of the sport is something quite 
twitchy, too hard to control. The focus seems 
to be on staying on track (or failing to do so, 
most of the time) more than fighting shoulder 
to shoulder for the first place.” 


“Instead real motocross is quite different! Yes, 
you can see some spectacular falls, but most 
of the times it is a very hardly fought head-to- 
head, where endurance and personal technique 
mark the difference. So, that’s what we want 
to convey in our game. But it doesn’t mean an 
easier or simplified physics engine.” 

The key factor for many fans of off-road games 
has been the ‘feel’ of the motorcycle. And 
conveying this through a turn, seat-bouncing 
a jump or hitting a series of whoops will be 
perhaps the biggest measurement of 'Mud’s 
potential. “Modelling the physics of a moto¬ 
cross bike is really a hard job,” continues Cal¬ 
etti. “It’s completely different from a road bike: 
the suspension, the tyres. We had to start it all 
from scratch. These bikes jump, land, scrub, 
drift, it’s a very complex and energetic thing.” 

“The hard part, though, comes when after 
simulating all that’s supposed to be inside 
the game you just have to make it fun. Riding 
a motocross bike involves not only the me¬ 
chanical element but also a very strong physi¬ 
cal one. So we had to simulate correctly the 
rider’s weight, posture and all the instinctive 
reactions a real rider has. Tweaking all the pa¬ 
rameters makes the difference between a just 
cool engine and a playable game.” 



FUTURE? 


O ne player’s idea of realism through being 
able to drift a rear wheel is another novice 
gamer’s notion of joyless pointlessness. Even if 
they boast the right names and colours, video 
games - the worldwide sales of which used to 
outstrip both music and film combined - have 
to cater for a wide range of user. Can your 
granny help Lorenzo win the Qatari Grand Prix? 

While games have had to become more com¬ 
plex and provide better value for money in 
terms of the breadth of experience they are 
also under threat from the development of 
Apps and iDevice gaming. Titles like ‘Super¬ 
cross’ and ‘Motorbike’ offer the quick fix that 
many people simply like to indulge while on 
the train or bus to work. 

“Technology is constantly evolving, and gam¬ 
ing is of course going to evolve with it,” Neal 
admits. “Exactly what form that will take, who 
can say?” 


The Nintendo Wii, Playstation’s Move and X- 
box’s Kinect mean that the controller might 
soon be abandoned and that imaginary bars 
we used to grip as kids (accompanied by 
strained engine revving noises) might soon be 
reappearing. 

“I think racing games are a really excellent 
market for motion control,” says the Capcom 
representative. “Unfortunately, I just don’t think 
the level of precision that’s available right now 
would do it justice. But once the technology 
catches up, I think motion controls have some 
of the best potential for creating an unbeat¬ 
able, immersive experience.” 

For now Mud looks promising, ‘MotoGP 10/11’ 
is indispensible for any bike fan and a outlay 
of a couple of euros via Apple’s App store will 
test your level of addiction. A suitable off-sea¬ 
son pursuit. 
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NEWS 



GRESINI PICKS PIRRO 
FOR CRT PROJECT 


F ollowing his emotional first win for Team 
Gresini at Valencia last month Michele 
Pirro has been rewarded with a new contract 
that sees him step up to the MotoGP class 
with the Italian outfit in 2012 to ride their new 
CRT bike. With Alvaro Bautista already signed 
to ride the team’s all-new Honda RC213V, 

Pirro fits the demands of their main spon¬ 
sor San Carlo to have a young Italian rider 
on board the new machine, which features a 


Honda CBR1000R engine housed inside an 
FTR frame. Meanwhile the Aspar Team have 
taken Gavin Emmett’s sage advice from the 
last edition of OTOR and snapped up Randy 
de Puniet to ride alongside Aleix Espargaro 
on their Aprilia RSV4 powered CRT machine. 
Team Gresini, incidentally, have also expand¬ 
ed their paddock presence to Moto3 (formerly 
the 125cc class) with Italian youngster Nic- 
colo Antonelli to contest his first full season. 



, OF 
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DOWNTIME.. 

By Matthew Roberts 

“So what do you do between now and April? 
Nothing?” If I’ve been asked this question 
once since the final round of the season in 
Valencia I have been asked it a million times 
and the general answer is “Yes, whenever I get 
chance, I do nothing!” Unfortunately that isn’t 
quite the case most days but after a busy few 
weeks with things like the brilliant Motorcycle 
Live! show at the NEC and some other smaller 
events I am now able to settle down and re¬ 
cover from a gruelling final couple of months 
travelling the world with MotoGP. 

Like most people at this time of the year my 
diary has been packed with fun social events, 
like James Toseland’s emotional retirement 
dinner in Sheffield and Bradley Smith’s 21st 
birthday bash in Oxford last weekend. This 
Friday afternoon I am flying to Belfast for the 
Century TV Christmas party before jetting 
back to Leeds-Bradford on the 9:30am return 
so that I get home in time to play football on 
Saturday afternoon! I still play 11-a-side in 
the Huddersfield District League and I dread 
the day that I have to stop because I honestly 
think it is the one thing that feels normal to 
me amidst all the crazy things that seem to 
happen over the course of a year in my job. 

My other focus at the moment is on American 
football because in January, as I have done for 
the past two years, I’ll be presenting highlights 
of the NFL play-off games on the BBC. Sitting 
in a studio late on a Monday night talking grid 
iron is a far cry from interviewing Cal Crutch- 



low live on the grid at Mugello but I relish the 
change in scenery. 

As much as I love motorcycle racing I see my¬ 
self as a general presenter with a lot of room 
to improve and studio work on such a different 
sport is a big challenge. So my weekends at 
the moment are generally spent watching live 
games and recorded highlights. 


NFL is not like 
interviewing Cal Crutchlow 
on the grid in Mugello 


My other project for the New Year is work¬ 
ing towards becoming a member of the White 
Knights - the Yorkshire arm of the Nationwide 
Association of Blood Bikes. Essentially their 
goal is to help the NHS by using motorcycles 
to transport blood and medical equipment be¬ 
tween hospitals in emergency situations. 

It is only a small charity and in relative infancy 
but I think it is a great way for us bikers to 
give something back and put our passion to 
good use. 

You can check out how to get involved in your 
local organisation or just donate by clicking 
this link: http://www.bloodbikes.org.uk/ 
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Check out the version 
of OTOR on Calameo 
to see video clips 


T he 800cc era lasted just five years. Casey 
Stoner bookended a curious but important 
stage of MotoGP with two different motorcy¬ 
cles but the stars of the spell that became syn¬ 
onymous with precision and electronics were 
undoubtedly Yamaha. The YZR-M1 gathered 
three titles with two different riders - Valentino 
Rossi and Jorge Lorenzo - and heralded an 
emphatic Triple Crown (rider, team and manu¬ 
facturer gongs) for the factory squad. 


At Valencia for the final round last month 
Kouichi Tsuji, Yamaha Motor Company’s 
MotoGP Group Leader & Ml Project Leader 
gave the annual technical presentation on the 
motorcycle that just didn’t quite have enough 
for the Honda-Stoner axis this year but the Ml 
was responsible for 39 wins in half a decade, 
fifteen more than their Japanese rivals and 
Ducati. 





Tsuji admitted that Yamaha used computer 
analysis technology to adjust aerodynamics 
and their findings greatly contributed to ‘en¬ 
gine durability in the improvement of cooling 
capability by the duct shape’. 

Their priority for engine development focussed 
on reducing friction for power and fuel with 
aerodynamics and combustion playing a part. 


Among mods carried out were to the oil sys¬ 
tem, fuel system, lubrication system and sur¬ 
face treatment. The all-important work in elec¬ 
tronics delivered an EMS providing a ‘direct 
and natural feeling’ with the latest generation 
able to detect slip correctly, predict wheelie 
control and driveability to generate the ideal 
torque map. 
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Yamaha claimed their engine performance 
climbed 16% from 2007 to 2011 with a speed 
difference of 20km/h from data recorded at 
the Qatar GP. Engine durability was extended 
from 600km in 2007 to a guaranteed 2400km 
by 2011; almost twice the distance of a Suzuka 
8 hours endurance race. 


They managed to slash costs by a quarter and 
made an 8% improvement in fuel consumption 
in five years. All these advancements ultimately 
led to almost a 50% win ratio with three riders 
in 88 races and the reduction in cost allowed 
the provision of bikes to the Tech3 squad, per¬ 
mitting four Yamahas to share grid space. 
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V HAHN TO GO ALONE 
w AND RED IN 2012 


I think that out of all the riders that have 
changed teams this off-season, there’s one 
ride that is flying under the radar this year. For¬ 
mer factory Honda rider and national winner 
Tommy Hahn turned down some salary-paying 
rides in order to buy some Honda’s and go 
about it privateer-style for 2012. 

Hahn didn’t have a very good 2011 on the Mo- 
toconcepts Yamaha team not agreeing with the 
bike and struggling with injuries the whole sea¬ 
son. Before that Hahn rode for the Motosport 
Outlet Kawasaki and Rockstar Suzuki teams 
which was actually the same team, just differ¬ 


ent sponsors and manufacturers. It’s admirable 
for a rider to take the bull by the horns and go 
at it privateer style at considerable costs but 
there’s one reason to do it that way- you get 
to be the boss and pick what you want to ride, 
modify your bike with, wear and see through. 
It’s the biggest gamble of Hahn’s career but 
in this year of uncertain times in the industry, 
Tommy figures that better to go down swinging 
doing it his way than to suffer through another 
year where he’s not calling the shots. 

This is an interesting gamble, we’ll all be 
watching. 






2012 AMA NATIONALS TO 
HAVE PALA REPLACEMENT 


T he 2012 AMA Nationals calendar didn’t 
have a slot for a round in the southeast, as 
loosely confirmed by MX Sports President Davey 
Coombs in the last edition of OTOR, but the 
omission of Pala Raceway was something of a 
turn-up. 

Coombs already touched on the subject in his 
Racerhead blog on www.racerxill.com but was able 
to offer a few more comments as to the absence 
of the venue that represented a decent site for the 
important Californian stop on the schedule. “When 
Glen Helen canceled their national, Pala Raceway 
stepped in and did a good job of hosting the final 
event on short notice,” he says. “However, there 
were contractual obligations that went unfulfilled 
and it was apparent that the working relationship 
was not going in the right direction, so we moved 
on. We now have a chance to move the all-impor¬ 
tant Southern California round to a different loca¬ 
tion that offers all of the infrastructure our teams 
and sponsors require, the security of a solid, 
responsible working relationship, and just a better 
overall situation. We appreciate the work that the 
folks at Pala Raceway did and wish them success 
on their future endeavors.” There is no firm idea 
for a replacement but some internet gossip men¬ 
tions Lake Elsinore. 

Meanwhile Coombs continues his search for a 
National circuit in the south and in the same blog 
talked about a reconnaissance to Monster Moun¬ 
tain in Alabama. We asked him for an opinion 
after his visit: “It’s an excellent track. The soil 
and layout is good. But right now it lacks that 
infrastructure. It’s a also a little further off the 
beaten path - some two-and-half hours from 
Atlanta - than the teams and our sponsors having 
been asking for. So we are still looking for that 
new Southeastern home for 2013, though Mon¬ 
ster Mountain has some potential.” 


2012 Lucas Oil AMA Pro Motocross Championship 

May 19 Hangtown, Sacramento, Calif. 

May 26 Freestone Raceway, Wortham, Texas 
June 2 Thunder Valley, Lakewood, Colo. 

June 9 High Point Raceway, Mt. Morris, Pa. 

June 16 Budds Creek, Mechanicsville, Md. 

July 7 RedBud, Buchanan, Mich. 

July 14 Spring Creek, Millville, Minn. 

July 21 Washougal MX Park, Washougal, Wash. 
August 11 Moto-X 338, Southwick, Mass. 

August 18 Unadilla, New Berlin, N.Y. 

September 1 Steel City Raceway, Delmont, Pa. 
September8 TBA Southern Calif. 
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CALIFORNIA CALLING... 

By Steve Matthes 



T he 2012 national schedule was announced 
recently and to the surprise of many, the 
popular Pala round is off the schedule with a 
TBA race to be held in Southern California in its 
place. The series shuffled some rounds around 
but all the same tracks remain save for Pala. 
Since taking over the series a couple of years 
ago, MX Sports has tried to make every facil¬ 
ity uniform in terms of making improvements 
as well as series sponsors. This is the reason 
that Glen Helen in Southern California is no 
longer on the docket. They were asked to make 
improvements, to fall in line with everyone else 
but they chose to go in another direction. 

With the USGP being an unqualified disas¬ 
ter (no top AMA riders and no fans) and off 
the schedule and with the two-year old Pala 
race not working out, one would think that 
MX Sports and Glen Helen are in a position 
of needing each other. After all, a Southern 
California race is key for the series and for the 
OEM’s. But the dispute between Glen Helen 
and MX Sports remains and it looks like the 
powers that be at MX Sports are looking at 
other locations for their race. 

I’m not sure what happened with Pala because 
the track was pretty good, there were improve¬ 
ments made to the facility, the location worked 
out but if one had to guess, there was prob¬ 
lems with the ownership of the track and the 
land which is owned by a tribe of native Amer¬ 
icans. That’s what usually happens with these 
things and again, I’m just guessing here. One 
thing for sure, the two-year run is over for Pala 


which must make Pro Circuit Kawasaki’s Dean 
Wilson upset as he’s swept all four motos at 
the facility! 

The outdoor series has been growing and 
moving in a forward direction since MX Sports 
took it over. The one-day format is great (as 
was the move to Saturday), the universal 
sponsors, the infrastructure has improved, 
the exposure for the series on TV and on the 
internet is better and generally speaking, more 
teams and riders are happy to be racing the 
motocross series than ever before. Is there 
work to be done? Absolutely, a series ending 
purse would be a great place to start but MX 
Sports seem to have a much more open mind 
according to the teams and riders than their 
indoor counterparts. 

The major disappointment for MX Sports has 
to be losing Glen Helen and now, with Pala 
gone, not having stability in the biggest market 
for off-road motorcycles in America but with 
what we know about that situation, their deci¬ 
sion makes sense. What’s going to happen? 
Your guess is as good as mine but there are 
some other facilities that look to be building 
up an infrastructure that would be capable of 
holding an AMA national. 

The other tracks seem to be investing in their 
facilities and making upgrades, the crowds seem 
to be back to pre-moving-the-races-to-Saturday 
levels and everything looks like the outdoor 
motocross series has gotten the white flag and 
closing in fast on the supercross series. 
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